Austinmer Public School P & C Committee
 Minutes of meeting held on 5 May 2010 
	Chair
	Steve Jenkins

	Minutes
	Peter Holmes

	Attendance
	Steve Jenkins, Peter Holmes, Elaine Byrne, Sheralea Rae, Miriam Waldron, Paul Petersen, Tanya Allen, Anoushka Zarkesh, Leanne Pattinson, J Green.

	Apologies
	Scott Bulliman, Lisa Vezgoff, Jodie Pryor, Donna Walker & Dan Bishop.

	Start
	7:35 pm

	End
	9:50 pm


Welcome

Steve welcomed all in attendance to the meeting.

Apologies
As listed above.
Approval of minutes of previous meeting

	Motion
	To accept minutes of previous meeting held 10 March 2010 as tabled.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Elaine Byrne

	Carried
	Unanimously


Matters arising from minutes of previous meeting

· Meeting attended by Paul on 12 March 2010 & Letter to Verity Firth, Minister for Education re funding for a support teacher. Adjourned to Principals report.
· Letter to Bus company re drop off of students with no afterschool care workers present. Thomas Summerhayes himself approached Dions.  Paul confirmed this was the correct bus company. Informed by Dion’s there was no obligation on them to do any more at set down.  Thomas was not satisfied with this answer . Scott to liaise with Thomas and see if we can assist further.
President’s Report

Delivered orally.  Steve addressed  the meeting on the NAPLAN situation and what he understood to be the P&C Federation’s position.  Federation’s position is to make no commitment for or against the testing which provides little guidance to us and means we have to determine our own position. 
Discussion deferred to Principal’s report or the agenda item in General Business.
Principal’s Report

The Principals report dated 5th May 2010 was tabled.

Paul ran through the report. Matters expanded upon were:

· The school Learning Support Program. Appointed Teacher’s Aide is Cherylin Clinton is overseas for 4 weeks and Joy Lynch is acting in this position. Cherylin may be absent for an additional 2 weeks on her return.

· The meeting of 12th March attended by Paul re additional support hours for the Teacher’s Aide appointed by this program did not result in additional financial support. There are presently 20 children with special needs requiring additional support and an additional 14 children have been identified by the teachers as needing additional support. Paul informed the meeting that additional funds have been made available but they cannot be used to assist with the costs of the program that the P&C agreed to contribute funding towards at the February meeting.

· Positive Behaviour Support Program (PBS), Paul tabled a flow chart of the grievance procedure. This is intended to outline the procedure for the resolution of different issues. Paul also tabled draft guidelines for “Bullying and Harassment”. General discussion on both and the committee noted that the flow chart was not consistent with the concerns listed in the guidelines. Paul will review and amend as necessary. Once approved both documents will be published in the newsletter.
· NAPLAN, Paul has been directed to allow NAPLAN testing to take place despite bans imposed by AEU and NSW Teachers Federation. Tests to be conducted off site as teachers have unanimously agreed to picket the school and to protest if the use of casual supervisors are engaged to supervise these tests at the school. As NAPLAN testing is not compulsory the consensus of the meeting was not to support the position adopted by either the Principal or the teachers but to allow parents to make their own decision if their children are to attend the NAPLAN tests.
	Motion
	Letter to Verity Firth seeking clarification of the reasons why the funding for the LSP cannot be provided to the school pursuant to section 20 of the Education Act.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Leanne Pattinson

	Carried
	Unanimously


	Motion
	Second instalment of $3,500 for costs of learning support teacher support to be released to the school forthwith.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Steve Jenkins

	Carried
	Unanimously


	Motion
	To accept Principal’s report.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Steve Jenkins

	Carried
	Unanimously


Secretary’s Report

No correspondence available in the Secretary’s absence but it was noted that various correspondence in had been received along with fund raising material.
No correspondence out reported or tabled.
	Motion
	To defer the secretary’s report to the next meeting with executive at liberty to deal with anything urgent in the interim.

	Moved
	Steve Jenkins

	Seconded
	Elaine Byrne

	Carried
	Unanimously


Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurers report was tabled

Current state of the accounts noted at:

P&C Account: Closing balance at 30/4/10 is $20,105.73.
BSC Account: Closing balance at 23/4/10 is $12,164.84.
Canteen account: Closing balance at 3/4/10 is $8714.04.

Note the Canteen is operating profitably but the BSC programme has run at a loss of $2,314.35 between 9/10/09 to 10/4/03.  Latter situation to be monitored by the executive.

The Treasurer proposed that $3000.00 be transferred from both the BSC and Canteen accounts to the P&C account. No decision made and adjourned to next meeting for further consideration.  
	Motion
	To accept the Treasurer’s Report

	Moved
	Jo Jeffries

	Seconded
	Peter Holmes

	Carried
	Unanimously


General Business
1. Sub Committee reports

 Four reports were received by the Executive and tabled.

2. Matters Arising from Sub-Committee Reports

A. Innovations Sub-Committee: 
1. A suggestion to hold a Pyjama Day fund raiser was approved by the committee. Sub Committee chair to contact the school representative council and to liaise with Sheralee the canteen sub-committee chair.

2. Ethics Program, General discussion on P&C support for Ethics Program to operate at the school. Several parents have indicated that they want to undertake training through the St James Ethics Centre to qualify to teach ethics classes. 

	Motion
	To write to the Minister for Education expressing support for the introduction of Ethics Classes in NSW public primary schools to operate as a compliment to scripture/SRE classes and that the Minister amend NSW DET Policy to allow this. 

	Moved
	Anousha Zarkesh

	Seconded
	Paul Peterson

	Carried
	Unanimously


	Motion
	The P&C prepare a form letter supporting the introduction of Ethics classes in NSW public primary schools. This letter to be distributed to parents at the school to sign and send to the NSW Minister for Education and the local MP. 

	Moved
	Anousha Zarkesh

	Seconded
	Leanne Pattinson

	Carried
	Unanimously


3. Discussion on re-imbursement of out of pocket expenses of parents undergoing training in the Ethics Program. It was agreed that this be considered when more detail can be provided on the costs that will be incurred. 

4. A survey was proposed to determine level of interest in after school classes. Chair to speak to chair of communications sub-committee about this.

5. Concern was raised about anecdotal reports of some children receiving learning support without parents being informed before-hand that their child was experiencing difficulties. Paul advised that this was contrary to policy and that parents should also be notified immediately when a child is identified as having difficulties.  Paul is going to make inquiries and to report back.

B. Grounds Sub-Committee. 
1. No report received. Work on hall needs to be completed before it becomes practical to undertake work on grounds.

C. Events Sub Committee: 
1. General discussion on the report. 
	Motion
	To approve recommendation to cancel Cabaret Night and to replace this with a “Welcome to the Hall” function on completion of the hall.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Sheralee Rae

	Carried
	Unanimously


D. Communications Sub-Committee. 
No report received as chair not available.
E. BSC Sub Committee. 
Leanne Pattinson has resigned as the chair. General discussion on a replacement.  Agreed most likely replacement will be a parent using the service.  Leanne to submit a description of the position to parents who currently use the service seeking a volunteer to replace her.  Lisa to advertise the need for a replacement in the newsletter. 
	Motion
	P&C to exercise direct oversight of the BSC Sub-Committee pending the appointment of a replacement chairperson.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Anousha Zarkesh

	Carried
	Unanimously


F. Canteen Sub-Committee:  
Report was tabled. New menu and price list was presented. Sheralee advised that the new menu items are much healthier and of better quality. All covered under the “Healthy kids association rules”. The new menu reflect s a 5 – 10% increase overall above current prices. Sheralee is trying to standardise prices where possible with other schools.
	Motion
	To approve the new menu and price list as tabled and to introduce the new menu forthwith.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Jo Jeffries

	Carried
	Unanimously


Noted that the new price list and menu to be printed and distributed as soon as possible.
	Motion
	To accept sub-committee reports as tabled.

	Moved
	Peter Holmes

	Seconded
	Leanne Pattinson

	Carried
	Unanimously


3. Associations position on NAPLAN testing

See Principal’s Report
4. Publication in Newsletter of major decisions of the P&C.
The executive considered that there was some merit in providing a brief summary of major decisions of P&C in the next available newsletter as a means of informing the general school community of relevant decisions without parents having to review decisions via the minutes of meeting on the website. Executive to liaise with Communications Sub-Committee.
Meeting closed at 9:45pm.
